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From: Mayer Brezis <brezis@mail.huji.ac.il> 
Date: Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 12:55 PM 
Subject: RE: New message from Contact Us 
To: Philip Roberts <proberts@pfsfoundation.org> 
 
I was stunned by your dispatch. I have done an analysis of reported neuropsychiatric adverse effect of finasteride to the FDA (based on 
FAERS data) which may be of interest to you: it shows a much higher signal in comparison with other drugs used for alopecia or 
suspected to affect mood. 
 
Please see below relevant results about reported neuropsychiatric adverse effect of finasteride to the FDA (based on FAERS data): 
 

 
 
The last two rows are derived from data available at https://clincalc.com/DrugStats/Default.aspx. Spironolactone has been used also for 
alopecia, and Inderal has also been linked to depression. I got similar high RR in comparison with minoxidil. I’m surprised the FDA has 
not done these simple comparisons to explore safety signals for finasteride. 
  
Best wishes, 
 
Mayer Brezis, MD MPH 
Professor of Medicine (Emeritus) 
Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel 
Former Director of the Center for Clinical Quality & Safety 
Hadassah Medical Center 
 
 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Merck-Warned-Saudi-Health-Care-Professionals-in-2018-of-Suicidal-Ideation-in-Finasteride-Patients--Confidential-Document-Shows.html?soid=1127281659853&aid=eX70enE2FYU
https://clincalc.com/DrugStats/Default.aspx

